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The international
community pressed
for a treaty to tackle
the growing physical
and human crisis of
desertification at the 1992
Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro.
After tought negotiations, the
Convention to Combat 
Desertification - the first legally 
binding international agreement
on the problem - was agreed in 
1994. It breaks much new 
ground, pioneering a „bottom-up“ 
approach that starts with the 
people actually affected by the 
crisis and replaces the concept of 
aid with one of partnershhip.
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Implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification has continued to advance since publication 
of the first edition of this booklet.  Most importantly, the 

Convention’s membership has expanded to over 191 Parties.  

1997 marked a major milestone with the holding in Rome of the first session of 
the Conference of the Parties (COP 1). COP 1 agreed by consensus to establish, 
by early 1999, a permanent secretariat, in Bonn, Germany.  

The commitments made by governments in Rome, and at subsequent sessions 
of the COP - in Dakar (COP 2) in 1998, Recife (COP 3) in 1999, Bonn (COP 
4) in 2000 and Geneva (COP 5) in 2001 and Havana (COP 6) in 2003 - are 
encouraging. However, these successes and encouraging developments should 
not make us forget our single most important objective, which remains the crea-
tion of an enabling political and legal framework for ensuring the sustainability 
of the current dynamic in the long term. The Convention must come “down to 
earth” and make a real difference in the lives of people living in the drylands.  
In this regard, I am pleased to note that an increasing number of countries, in 
all affected regions, have already formulated their National Action Programmes 
for implementing the Convention and that many have launched activities for 
combating desertification, taking into account the innovate approaches promo-
ted by the Convention. Countries are now moving from the preparation to the 
implementation phase of the programmes. In this regard, the designation by the 
United Nations General Assembly of 2006 as the International Year of Deserts 
and Desertification will help raising the profile of this Convention.

Subregional, regional and interregional cooperation is also developing at an 
encouraging pace.  

I have no doubt that all these activities will contribute to greater mobilization of 
international efforts to stop desertification and to charting a new course in the 
sustainable management of the natural resources of the drylands.  

HAMA ARBA DIALLO
Executive Secretary 

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification

to the Fifth Edition
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